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Criteria
Points
1

2

3

4

 

Introduction & the Claim 
incomplete statement
unclear or confusing
adequate explanation of controversy
clear and concise explanation of controversy 
____
Organization
aimless and disorganized, lacks focus
rough, but workable; loses, but regains focus
clear beginning, middle and end
compelling opening, informative middle and satisfying conclusion
____
Voice & Tone
too formal or informal, writers thoughts & feelings not included, voice is indecisive
minor persuasive strategies, little passion about topic, writers thoughts & feelings barely mentioned
uses up to 2 persuasive strategies to convey thoughts & feelings
uses several persuasive strategies, voice shows clear thoughts & feelings, passion is evident
____
Word Choice & Sentence Fluency
repetitious, word choice causes confusion; run-ons & fragments cause reader difficulty
dull &/or uninspired words; choppy &/or awkward sentences
appropriate word choice, routine sentence construction; essay marches along steadily
words are striking, natural, varied & vivid; sentences are clear, complete and of varied lengths
____
Conventions
numerous errors in grammar, punctuation &/or spelling cause reader difficulty in comprehension
errors in grammar, punctuation &/or spelling distract reader regularly
very few errors in grammar, punctuation &/or spelling errors cause minor distraction
lacks grammar, punctuation &/or spelling errors allowing reader to focus completely
____
 

 

 

 

Total---->
____
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